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Wine Harvest Weekends Offer Rare Glimpse Into the World of Winemaking 

*Packages include private vineyard tours, winemaker commentary and fine dining*

Atlanta, GA (March 31, 2004) – This September, Connect With Wine, an Atlanta-based organization dedicated to wine education and appreciation, offers an exclusive look at Georgia’s burgeoning winemaking industry during the height of the harvest season. Hosted by Connect With Wine President Michael Bryan, each Wine Harvest Weekend will be limited to 30 participants to allow for unparalleled vineyard access and private winemaker discussions during the most fascinating part of the winemaking process. Fine dining and rustic-elegant accommodations will be provided by two of Northeast Georgia’s premier mountain retreats, Glen-Ella Springs Inn and The Lodge at Smithgall Woods. 
Each hands-on weekend will feature commentary from professional winemakers, who will lead tours of their own vineyards. Participants will actually walk the vineyards, sample grapes on the vine and learn how close they are to harvest. Discussions will include grape farming, selection, and the fermentation process. Tastings at each winery will allow for a comparison of Georgia wines with other regions, including France and California. 

Glen-Ella Springs Inn – September 10-11, 2004

Glen-Ella Springs Inn, a historic 16-room inn renowned for it’s culinary excellence, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Featuring active-touring at Tiger Mountain Vineyards and Persimmon Creek Vineyards, the Glen-Ella Springs Wine Harvest Weekend package includes a private tour and tasting at each winery, two night’s accommodations, breakfast and lunch each day, a four-course wine dinner on Saturday evening, and unique wines personally signed by our winemakers. Meals will be prepared by Chef Chris Bolton and Innkeeper Barrie Aycock, a veteran of New York’s James Beard House. The Glen-Ella Wine Harvest Weekend is priced at $799 per couple, based on double occupancy.

Located on a 100-acre farm that has been owned by the same family for five generations, Tiger Mountain’s handcrafted wines have won over 40 awards, including two gold medals from the American Wine Society for their Cabernet Franc and Touriga Nacional (the premier grape of Portuguese Porto). Persimmon Creek Vineyards employs a blend of Old World tradition and state of the art technology with manual pressing, fermentation in custom made stainless steel tanks and aging in French Oak barrels. One of Georgia’s newest wineries, Persimmon Creek's first vintage of Riesling took a bronze medal at the 2003 Atlanta Wine Summit.

The Lodge at Smithgall Woods –September 25-26

A private-estate-turned-lodge tucked away on a 5,600-acre Heritage Preserve in the North Georgia Mountains, The Lodge at Smithgall Woods offers guests intimate comfort amid incomparable surroundings. Featuring active-touring at Frogtown Cellars and Habersham Vineyards, the Smithgall Woods Wine Harvest Weekend package includes a private tour and tasting at each winery, two night’s accommodations, breakfast and lunch each day, a four-course wine dinner designed by Executive Chef Mac Parks on Saturday evening, and wines from our hosting wineries signed by the winemaker. Call for pricing for The Smithgall Woods Wine Harvest Weekend.

Frogtown Cellars encompasses 26 acres of vineyards planted with 14 different wine grape varieties, both red and white. The highlight of the property is a tri-level gravity flow winemaking facility specifically designed to produce the unique wines made from Frogtown grapes. Producing since 1983, Habersham Vineyards is one of Georgia’s oldest and largest wineries. Over 100 medals have been awarded to Habersham Wines in both national and international competitions.
Reservations may be made directly with Connect With Wine, payable by check or major credit card.  

About Connect With Wine

The goal of Connect With Wine (CWW) is to make wine enjoyment and education accessible to everyone, either through intimate, deeply interactive classes or via larger social events where the conversation is centered on wine.  Wine touches geography, history, spirituality, health, agriculture, social culture, and commerce.  CWW makes a connection to all of these areas for a sustaining knowledge of the world’s oldest and most pervasive beverage.  More information on the organization and its events can be found at www.connectwithwine.com
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